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which took its name from the Sault. The same will
ruin the others, unless the King's foresight put a
curb upon the greed of the traders, through whom
liquor distilled and decocted by fire is forced upon
the savages. If a remedy be not applied to that evil,
we shall soon have to deplore not only the loss of
religion, but the total overthrow of the French Col-
ony. For nothing else than religion retains the
savages in their fidelity to the French; that being
lost, they will flock to the neighboring heretics, from
whom they make a much greater profit than from the
French, and much more easily dispose of their goods.
The motive of eternal salvation is the only one to
prevent them from dealing with those with whom,
they know, there is no hope in that direction. This
link once broken, care for salvation and religion once
relaxed by drunkenness and its accompanying
plagues, and all is over with the colony of the French
in Canada; the labor of so many years, of so many
wars, of so many priests will be lost. You know
this, my Father; Reverend Father De Couvert
knows it—who for seventeen years was superior of
the Mission of Lorette; from him, who now lives in
Quebec, you may learn more. Heaven grant that I
may guard and —if it be granted — may increase that
which was so happily begun by him, and brought to
the maturity that we here behold. For this object
I need the special help of heavenly grace, which I
earnestly beg Your Reverence to obtain for me by
Your prayers to God, and by your most holy sacrifices.
Your Reverence’s
Servant in Christ,
Louis DAVAUGOUR, S.].*

From the village of Lorette,

October 7, 1710.



